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KEY MESSAGE 

Water governance encourages a certain level of 
engagement by relevant stakeholders. For these processes to 
be experienced as meaningful and have a clear purpose, 
actors in the multi-actor platform need to have a common 
understanding that there is a water quality problem that 
needs to be solved. Being able to take part in problem-
solving and see results of the process also affects the 
motivation to participate. 

The pressure for change may come from a sense of urgency 
and concern for water quality, and should be reflected both 
from the bottom-up and from top-down. From the end-user or 
farmers’ perspective pressure for change often derives from 
local concerns, such as farm management practices, drinking 
water quality, economic aspects and legal or administrative 
requirements. Media can also be effective in providing a 
sense of urgency for bottom-up action and change. Equally 
important for engagement as bottom-up concern, is pressure 
for change reflected in mandates, policies and regulations. 
This requires authorities at higher levels such as national 
government to specify policies and funds for the 
establishment of multi-actor platforms.

EVIDENCE 

In the FAIRWAY project, the problem to be solved is diffuse 
water pollution from agriculture. When analyzing the different 
multi-actor platforms in nine of the case studies, it was evident 
that participants through the engagement processes had 
reached some degree of mutual understanding. Still, there 
was a varying sense of the urgency of the problem, and 
pressure for change was perceived differently among 
informal and formal sectors in the cases. This can pose a risk 
to engagement in the platform over time. As a strategy to 
nurture farmer engagement, several of the platforms 
addressed the water quality issue in parallel with other 
challenges  important to the stakeholders, such as weeds and 
pest problems, yields and economic performance.

Algal blooms can create awareness and a sense of 
urgency to solve the problem (Eva Skarbøvik. NIBIO).
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ACTOR ENGAGEMENT 

PROCESSES.  

National government and 
local actors’ concern for 
water quality and pressure 
for change are important 
conditions for establishing 
meaningful multi-actor 
engagement in the 
agriculture-water domain.
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Pressure for change to improve water quality 
and a common understanding of the problem 
are prerequisites for meaningful engagement in 
water governance.
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